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Social and economic inequalities seem to have increased exponentially in recent 
years. This is contributing to a strong polarization in our psychic lives, creating the 
dichotomous sense of belonging to one particular group and repudiating the other.  
It is “us” against “them”.

As individuals, we can come to experience mistrust and hatred of the other, as an 
inherent part of our sense of identity. These affects and states of mind can provide 
a brittle  and misguided but reassuring sense of being part of a greater whole with 
which to identify. A hostile, adversarial psychic self-positioning can persist and resist 
alteration, in part because it operates in the service of bolstering self-regulatory 
functions.

Our symposium will examine the contribution of contemporary psychoanalysis to the 
understanding of functioning of the “anti-other” sentiments of rejection and hatred of 
those who most differ from us. How can we help our patients and ourselves with these 
destructive dynamics and affective experiences?

Five panels will address the symposium theme in its different aspects: how we may 
come to live with integrity in the face of adversarial currents; how the relational 
perspective can aid in a clinician’s efforts to promote the capacity to grieve and 
mourn in times of destructiveness; how understanding group processes enhances our 
ability to work through both collective and personal conflicts; how the dynamics of 
hateful opposition and the oppression of the other are shaped by different contexts in 
different countries; how we can best deal with the powerful dissociative effects that 
contemporary traumas can generate within patients and therapists alike.

After each panel, the participants will be divided into discussion groups - also conducted 
in different languages - to facilitate an in-depth discussion and dialogue.

A special thanks to Donna Bassin for graciously offering the image that powerfully 
illustrates this program.

Translations of the papers in different languages will be made available.
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Conference Planning Committee
Susi Federici (chair), Tony Bass, Margaret Black, Maria Eugenia Boetsch,  
Stavros Charalambides, Peggy Crastnopol, Hazel Ipp, Ilana Laor, Steven Kuchuck,  
Gianni Nebbiosi, Mal Slavin, Sandra Toribio Caballero.

Fees 
IARPP member: $60.00
Non-members: $75.00
Students and institute candidates: $30.00

A note about fees
Every effort has been made to keep the fees for this event as low as possible. We’ll be offering 
a limited number of scholarships for those who feel unable to pay the full fee.

Administrative Support 
Valerie Ghent, Elisa Zazzera, Lucia Lezama.

More info and registration: www.iarpp.net
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11:00 AM — 11:15 AM 
Susi Federici, President: Welcoming Comments 

Panel 1
11:15 AM — 12:15 PM 

Living with integrity in the face of adversarial forces. 
Moderator/Interlocutor: Gill Straker (Australia) 
Presenters: Victor Donas (Chile), Garth Stevens (South Africa)

12:25 AM — 1:15 PM 
Small Discussion Groups: English, Spanish, Italian 
Tony Bass, Margaret Black,Maria Eugenia Boetsch, Peggy 
Crastnopol, Hazel Ipp, Gianni Nebbiosi, Mal Slavin (English), 
Raimundo Guerra (Spanish), Maria Tammone, Paolo Stramba-
Badiale (Italian)

1:15 PM — 2:00 PM Break
Panel 2
2:00 PM — 3:00 PM 

Relational perspectives on the capacity to grieve and 
mourn in times of intense frustration, terror,  
and destructiveness. 
Moderator: Rina Lazar (Israel) 
Presenters: Alejandro Avila (Spain), Donna Bassin (USA),  
Joyce Slochower (USA)

3:00 PM — 3:10 PM Break
Panel 3
3:10 PM — 4:10 PM 

A “group process” perspective on socio-cultural conflict. 
Moderator: Hilary Offman (Canada) 
Presenters: Stavros Charalambides (Greece), Earl Hopper (UK), 
Haim Weinberg (USA)

4:20 PM — 5:30 PM 
Small Discussion Groups: English, Spanish, Italian 
Tony Bass, Margaret Black, Maria Eugenia Boetsch, Peggy 
Crastnopol, Hazel Ipp, Gianni Nebbiosi, Mal Slavin (English), 
Raimundo Guerra (Spanish), Maria Tammone, Paolo Stramba-
Badiale (Italian)

10:00 AM — 10:15 AM 
Susi Federici, President: Welcoming Comments and 
Announcements 

Panel 4
10:15 AM — 11:15 PM 

The “enemy within and without”:  
different contexts within different countries. 
Moderator: Christina Emanuel (USA) 
Presenters: Liat Ariel (Israel), Marie Saba (Perù), Carmine 
Schettini (Italy), Sally Swartz (South Africa)

11:25 AM — 12:20 PM 
Small Discussion Groups: English, Spanish, Italian 
Tony Bass, Margaret Black, Maria Eugenia Boetsch, Peggy 
Crastnopol, Hazel Ipp, Gianni Nebbiosi, Mal Slavin (English), 
Raimundo Guerra (Spanish), Maria Tammone, Paolo Stramba-
Badiale (Italian)

12:20 PM — 1:00 PM Break
Panel 5
1:00 PM — 2:00 PM 

Contemporary trauma and its dissociative effects.  
Clinical vignettes. 
Moderator: Neetu Sarin (India) 
Presenters: Cristina Bonucci (Italy), Steven Kuchuck (USA), 
Ilana Laor (Israel)

2:10 PM — 3:00 PM 
Small Discussion Groups: English, Spanish, Italian 
Tony Bass, Margaret Black, Maria Eugenia Boetsch, Peggy 
Crastnopol, Hazel Ipp, Gianni Nebbiosi, Mal Slavin (English), 
Raimundo Guerra (Spanish), Maria Tammone, Paolo Stramba-
Badiale (Italian)

3:00 PM — 3:15 PM Break
3:15 PM — 4:30 PM 

Relational Perspectives on Exclusion and Belonging: 
Symposium Overview and Concluding Remarks 

	 Susi Federici and the group discussion leaders 
Tony Bass, Margaret Black, Maria Eugenia Boetsch, Peggy 
Crastnopol, Hazel Ipp, Gianni Nebbiosi, Mal Slavin (English), 
Raimundo Guerra (Spanish), Maria Tammone, Paolo Stramba-
Badiale (Italian)
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